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My lord Of Amiens and myfetf. 

Did Jleai beh i nd him as he lay along 
Under an oak. 

I cannot think it. 

That he would Jhal away fo guilty like, 


Shakefpeare . 


King 


Seeing you coming. 


Shakefp 


eare s 


Mill on. 


Dry den. 
Swift. 

Pope. 


otheiio. 

The moft peaceable way, if you take a thief, is to let him 
{hew what he is, and (leal out of your company. Shcdcfpeare. 
At time that lover’s flights doth ftill conceal, 

Through Athens’ gate have we devis’d to Jhal. Shakefp , 

In my conduct fhall your ladies come. 

From whom you now muft Jleai and take no leave. Soak. 
Others weary of the long journey, lingering behind, were 
Jlolen away ; and they which were left, moiled with dirt and 
mire. Knolles. 

A bride 

Should vanifh from her cloaths into her bed, 

As fouls from bodi os /leal and are not fpv’d. Donne. 

The vapour of charcoal hath killed many; and it is the 
more dangerous, becaufe it cometh without any ill fmell, and 
Jlealcth on by little and little. Bacons Natural hijlory. 

A foft and folemn breathing found, 

Rofe like a fteam of rich diftill’d perfumes. 

And Jlole upon the air, that even iilence * 

Was took ere fhe was ware. 

As wife artifts mix their colours fo. 

That by degrees they from each other go; 

Black Jleals unheeded from the neighb’ring white, 

So on us jlole our bleflfed change. 

At a time when he had no fteward, he Jlole away. 

Now his fierce eyes with fparkling fury glow, 

Now fighs Jleai out when tears begin to flow. 

2. To pradife theft; to play the thief; to take any thing thievifn- 
Jy; to have the habit of thieving. 

Stealing is the taking from another what is his, without his 
knowledge or allowance. Locke. 

The good humour is to Jleai at a minute’s reft. — — Convey, 
the wile it call ; Jleai ! a fico for the phrai'e ! Shakefpeare . 

SteaTer. n. f [from Jleai.] Onewhofteals; a thief. 

The tranfgreffion is in the Jtealer. Shakefpeai e. 

Stea'lingly. adv. [from jiealing.] Slily ; by invifible mo- 
tion; by fecret pra&ice. ... r a . 

They were diverfe motions, they did fo Jleahng.y flip one 
into another, as the latter part was ever in hand beiore the 
eye could difeern the former was ended. Sidney. 

STEALTH, n J. [from Jleai.] 

1. The ad of Healing; theft. . 

The owner proveth the Jlcalth to have been committed upon 
him by fuch an outlaw, and to have been found in the poiief- 
fion of the prifoner. _ Spenjer s State cj h eland. 

The JicaUh of mutual entertainment 
With character too grofs is written on Juliet. Shakefpeare . 

In the fccret dark that none reproves, 

Their pretty Jlcalths fhall work, and fnares fliall fpread. 
1 Spenjer. 

The gods perfuaded Mercury, 

Their good obferver, to his Jlealth. 

2. The thing ftolen. 

On his back a heavy load he bare 
Of nightly fiealtbs, and pillage ieveral. 


Chapman* s Iliad. 


Fail 
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ucen. 


Store of cabbins are but fluttifh dens, that breed ficknefs in 
peace, ferving to cover Jlealths, and in fight are dangerous to 

tear men with fplinters. , f a e *f 

2. Secret ad; clandeftine pradice. By fiealth means fecretly; 
clandeftinely ; with defire of concealment: but, lik tJUal, is 

often ufed in a good fenfe. . , , 

The wifdom of the fame fpirit borrowed from melody that 

pleafure, which mingled with heavenly myftenes, caufeth the 
fmoothnefs and foftnefs of that which toucheth the ear, to 
convey as it were by Jlealth the treafure of good things into 

man’s mind. 

I feel this youth’s perfedions, 

With an invifible and fu bulejhaltb. 

To creep in at mine eyes. Shakeftcare s Twelfth Night. 

The monarch blinded with defire of wea th. 

With ileel invade* his brother’s life by Jlealth 

Before the facred altar. 

Let humble Allen, with an aukward fname, 

Do good by Jlealth, and blufli to nnd it fame. . 

Stea'ltHy. aJj. ihomjhalth.] Done clandeftinely; perform- 

ed by ftcalth. . . . 

Now wither’d murder with hisfrealtby pace. 

Moves like a ghoft. Shakefpeare s Madeth. 

STEAM, rt.f [ T ?eme, Saxon.] The ftnoke or vapour of any 

thing moilt and hot. . , 

Sweet odours are, in fuch a company as there is fleam and 

- - Bacon. 


Dryden. 
Pope. 


heat, things of great refrtfhmer.t. ^ 

His offering foon propitious fire from heaven 
Confum'd with nimble glance and grateful fleam. 

" While the temple fmoak’d with hallow’d Jitam. 
They waft the virgin. 


Milton. 
Dry (l n. 


STE 

Such the figure of a feaft 
Which, were it not for plenty and for fleam. 

Might be refembled to a fick man’s dream. 

O ■»■*.* 1 1 y 

Some it bears in fleams up into the air, and this in fuch a 
quantity as to be manifeft to the fmell, especially the fulphur. 

Woodward's Natural HijUry 
To Steam, v . n. [yteman, Saxon.] 

1. To fmoke or vap ur with moift heat. 

Scarcely had Phcebus in the gloomy eaft,. 

Got harnafled his fiery-footed team, 

Ne rear’d above the eartii his flaming crcft 
When the laft deadly fmoke aloft did Jicanu Fairy Queen. 

See, fee, my brother’s ghoft hangs hovering there, 

O’er his warm blood, that Jtcams into the air. Dryden. 

O wretched we ! Why were we hurry’d down 
This lubrick and adult’rate age; 

Nay, added fat pollutions of our own, 

T’ increafe the f teaming ordures of the ftage? Dryden, 
Let the crude humours dance 
In heated brafs, J\ teaming with fire intenfe. Philips. 

Thefe minerals not only ifiue out at thele larger exits, but 
fteam forth through the pores of the eaith, occasioning ful- 
phureous and other offenfive ftenches. Woodward. 

2. To fend up vapours. 

Ye mills that rife from Jleaming lake. Milton, 

3. To pafs in vapours. 

The diffolved amber plainly fwam like a thin film upon the 
liquour, whence it /learned away into the air. Boyle. 

Stean for Jlone. Spenjer. 

Steato'ma. n.f. [rsuloopoo.] 

If the matter in a wen relembles milk-curds, the tumour is 
called atheroma; if like honey, meliceris; and if compofed of 
fat ,fteatoma. Sharp's Surgery. 

Steed, n f [yceba, Saxon.] A horfe for ftate or war. 

My noble fteed I give him. 

With all his trim belonging- ’ Shah. Macbeth. 

Imprefles quaint, caparifons and feeds. Milton. 

Stout are our men, and warlike are out feeds. IK alter . 

She thought herfelf the trembling dame who fled, 

And him the grifly ghoft that fpurr’d th’ infernal fteed. Dryd. 

Who, like our active African, inftruCts 
The fiery fteed, and trains him to his hand? Mlifon s Cato. 

See ! the bold youth ftrain up the threatening fteep; 

Hang o’er their couriers heads with eager fpeed, 

And earth rolls back beneath the flying feed. Pope. 

Steel, n.f. [pal, Saxon ; ftacl, Dutch.] _ 

1. Steel is a kind of iron, refined and purified by the fire with 
other ingredients, which renders it white, and its grain clofer 
and finer than common iron. Steel, of all other metals, is 
that fufceptible of the greateft degree of hardnefs, \vhen well 
tempered ; whence its great ufe in the making of tools an 
inftruments of all kinds. # Channels. 

Steel is made from the pureft and fofteft iron, by keeping it 
red-hot, ftratified with coal-duft and wood-aflies, or otlier 
fubftances that abound in the phlogifton, for feveral hours in 
a clofe furnace. It may alfo be made by fufion, an e\era 
other ways; but they are greatly in the wrong who prefer 
fteel to iron for medicinal purpofes. Hill s Mat. Me ua. 
At her back a bow and quiver gay, _ 

Stuff’d with fteel- headed darts wherewith the quell d_ 

The favage beafts in her victorious play. Fairy Qutcn. 

With mighty bars of long enduring brafs 
The fteel- bound doors and iron gates he ties. jotrja. 
A looking- glafs, with the fteel behind, looketh w der 
o-l a r s flrnole Bacon's Natural Hiforj. 

° Diamonds, though hard bodies, will not ready Rnke foe 
with fteel, much lefs with one another; noi a ' nt c “ 1 J , , 
a fteel, if they both be wet ; the fparks being then 9 F- 
in their eruption. Brown' s Vulgar ErW". 

Both were of fhining fteel, • and wrought fo P ure , 

As might the ftrokes of two fuch arms enduie. ; 

2. It is often ufed metonymically for weapons or armour. 

Brave Macbeth with his brand ifh’d Jtecl 
Which finok’d with bloody execution, , A . 

Carv’d out his paflage till he had fac d the flave. Jt 
A grove of oaks, 

Whofe poli fil’d fteel from far feverely fhines. 

Are notfo dreadful as this beauteous queen. 

He fudden as the word. 

In proud Plexippus’ bofom plunged the fwoi , 

Toxeus amaz’d, and with amazement flow, 

Stood doubting; and while doubting thus ie 0 > \ 

Receiv’d tlie Jteel bath’d in his brother s 00 

2. Chalybeate medicines. , • ]ikewif« 

After relaxing, fteel ftrengthens the fo 1 s, jyluthnd- 

4. Tt !s ufe^proverbially for hardnefs : as heads of 'Jkel 
To Steel, v . a. [from the noun.] 

1. To point or edge with fteel. 

Add proof unto mine armour with thy p ) ’ , ^ JJ. 

And with thy bleflingsyW my lance s point. « j T „ 

s 



Dryden* 




Addfo 


on. 


Prior. 
Stic he l l* 


STE' 

n- make hard or firm. It is ufed, if it be applied to the mind, 

^fren in a bad fenle. r 

vcr > Lies v/e ll fleer d with weighty arguments. Shakefpeare . 

So fervice fhall with Jteeled fingers toil. 

And labour fhall refrefh itfelf with hope. Shakefpeare sH.v, 
^From his metal was his party /held ; 

Which once in him rebated, all the reft - 

Turn’d on themfelves, like dull and heavy lead. Shakefp. 

O God of battles ! feel my foldiers hearts, 

Poffeft them not with fear. Shakefpeare s Henry V. 

Why will you fight againft fo fweet a paffion, 

And Heel your heart to fuch a world of charms ? 

Man, foolifh man ! 

Scarce know’ft thou how thyfelf began ; 

Yet /leer d with ftudy’d boldnefs, thou dar ft try 
To Tend thy doubted reafon’s dazled eye 
Through the myfterious gulph of vaft immenfity 
Let the feel' d Turk be deaf to matrons cries. 

See virgins ravifh’d with relentlefs eyes. 

Stee'ly. adj. [from feel.] 

1 Made of fteel. 

Thv brother’s blood the thirfty earth hath drunk, 

Broach’d with the f eeJy point of Clifford’s lance. Shakefp. 

Here fmokes his forge, he bares his finewy arm, 

And early ftrokes the founding anvil warm ; 

Around his fliop the fleely fparkles flew. 

As for the fteed he fhap’d the bending fhoe. Gay. 

2 . Hard ; firm. 

That fhe would unarm her noble heart of that feely refift- 
ance againft the fweet blows of love. Sidney. 

Steelyard, n. f. [ feel and yard.~\ A kind of balance, in 
which the weight is moved along an iron rod, and grows hea- 
vier as it is removed farther from the fulorum. 

Steen, or Stean. n.f A veffelof clay or ftone. flinfworth , 

STEEP, adj. [yteap, Saxon ] Rifing or defending with little 
inclination. 

He now had conquer’d Anxur’s feep afeent. Addifon. 
Steep, n.f Precipice; afeent or defeent approaching to per- 
pendicularity. 

As that Theban monfter that propos’d 
Her riddle, and him, who folv’d it not, devour ’d ; 

That once found out and folv’d, for grief and fpight 
Caft herfelf headlong from the Ifmenian feep. Milton. 

As high turrets for their airy feep 
Require foundations, in proportion deep ; 

And lofty cedars as far upwards fhoot. 

As to the neather heavens they drive the root; 

So low did her fecure foundation lie, 

She was not humble, but humility. Dryden. 

Inftrudts the beaft to know his native force. 

To take the bit between his teeth, and fly 
To the next headlong feep of anarchy. 

We had on each fide naked rocks and mountains, 


Dryden : 
broken 
Addifan. 


Gay : 
macerate ; 


Spenfer. 


into a thoufand irregular Jleeps and precipices. 

Leaning o’er the rails, he muling flood, 

And view’d below the black canal of mud, 

Where common fhores a lulling murmur keep, 

Whofe torrents rufh from Holborn’s fatal flecp. 

ToSfEEP. v.a. [ Jlippen , Dutch.] Tofoak; to 
to imbue ; to dip. 

When his brother faw the red blood trail 
Adown fo faft, and all his armour feep , 

For very fellnefsloud he ’gan to weep. 

He, like an adder, lurking in the weeds, 

His wandring thought in deep defire does feep ; 

And his frail eye with fpoil of beauty feeds. Fairy Queen. 

A napkin fleeped in the harmlefs blood 
Of fweet young Rutland. Shakefpeare' s Henry VI. 

Prefent to her, as fometime Marg’ret 
Did to thy father, Jleep'd in Rutland’s blood, 

A handkerchief; which, fay to her, did drain 
The purple tide from her fweet brother’s body. 

The conquering wine hath Jleep'd our fenfe 
In foft and delicate Lethe. 

Many dream not to find, neither deferve. 

And yet ruce J lee p d in favours. Shakefpeare' s Cymbeline • 

F our days will quickly feep themfelves in night : 

Four nights will quickly dream away the time. Shakefpeare. 
Moft of th e/lee-pings are cheap things, and the goodnefs of 
the crop is a great matter of gain. Bacon. 

Whole droves of minds are by the driving eod 
Compell’d to drink the deep Lethean floo.d ; & 

In large forgetful draughts to fleep the cares 

Of their paft labours and their irkfome years. Dryden. 

Wheat Jleeped in brine twelve hours prevents the fmuttinefs! 

STT'F'Dt r? r r 1 , Mortimer sHufbandry. 

E P u E *r ”•/* Saxon.] A turret of a church 

generally furmfhed with bells. A fpire. 

Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks; rage, blow! 

Vou cataraHs and hurricanoes fpout 

Till .you have drench'd our Jleeples, drown’d the cocks. 

Shakefpeare. 


STE 

What was found in many places, and preached for wheat 
fallen on the ground from the clouds, was but the leed of iv) - 
berries, and though found in Jleeples or high places, might be 
conveyed thither or muted by birds. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

A raven I faw yefterday Jleepie- high* juft over your houftM 

L' Ef range. 

They, far from ftceples and their facred found, 

In fields their fullen conventicles found. Dryden . 

Stee'ply. adv. [from fteep.) With precipitous declivity. 
Steepness, n.f. [horn fteep.] Precipitous declivity.. 

The craggednefs or fteepnejs of that mountain maketh many 
parts of it Tnacceffible. Brercwood on Language. 

Lord Lovel fwam over Trent on horfeback, but could not 
recover the farther fide, byreafon of th tfteepnefs of the bank, 
and fo was drowned. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Vineyards, meadows, and cornfields lie on the borders, and 
run up all the fides of the Alps, where the barrennefs of the 
rocks, or the fteepnefs of the afeent will fuffer them. Addifoti. 
Steep y. adj. [from fteep.] Having a precipitous declivity. 

A poetical word for fteep. 

Who hath difpos’d, but thou, the winding way. 

Where fprings down from tht fteepy craggs do beat. JVotton . 

A prophet fome, and fome a poet cry. 

From Jteepy Othrys’ top toPylus drove 

His herd ; and for his pains enjoy’d his love. Dryden . 

’ No more, my goats, fhall I behold you climb 
Thofteepy cliffs, or crop the flow’ry thyme ! Dryden. 

STEER, n.f [ycype, ycebji, yciope, Saxon; ficr, Dutch.] 
A young bullock. 

They think themfelves half exempted from law and obedi- 
ence ; and having once tailed freedom, do, like a fleer that 
hath been long out of his yoke, grudge and repine ever after 
to come under rule again. Spenfer s Ireland. 

Lacaon, Neptune’s prieft. 

With folemn pomp then facrific’d a feer. Dryden. 

Nor has the fteer. 

At whofe ftrong cheft the deadly tiger hangs, 

E’er plow’d for him. Thomfon. 

To Steer, v.a. [yteojian, ytyp an, Sax. Jtieren , Dutch.] To 
diredl ; to guide in a pafiage. 

A comely palmer, clad in black attire, 

Of ripeft years, and hairs all hoary gray, 

That with a ftaffhis feeble fteps did fteer. 

Left his long way his aged limbs fliould tire. Fairy Queen. 
If a pilot cannot fee the pole ftar it can be no fault in him 
to fteer his courfe by fuch ftars as do belt appear to him. K.Ch . 
To Steer, v. n. To direct a courfe. 

As when a (hip by fkilful fteerfman wrought, 

Nigh river’s mouth, or foreland, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft fo fteer s, and {Lifts her fail. Milton * 

In a creature, whofe thoughts are more than the fands, and 
wider than the ocean, fancy and paffion muft needs run him 
into ftrange courfes, if reafon, which is his only ftar and com- 
pafs be not that he fteer s by: Locke. 

Stef/rage. n.f. [from fteer.] 

The a£f or practice of fleering. 

Direction; regulation of a courfe. 

He that hath the fteer age of my courfe. 

Direct my fait. Shakefpeare' s Romeo and Juliet 

Having got his veflel launched and fet afloat, he committed, 
th zfteerage of it to fuch as he thought capable of conducting 


Shakefp. 
Shakefpeare. 


1. 

2 . 


It. 


Spell at or. 


Dryden. 

Swift. 

pilot; one 

Milton. 


3. That by which any courfe is guided. 

His coftly frame 

Infcrib’d to Phoebus, here he hung on high, 

The fteerage of his wings, and cut the fky. 

4. Regulation, or management of any thing. 

You raife the honour of the peerage. 

Proud to attend you at the fteerage . 

5. The ftern or hinder part of the {hip. 

Stee'rsmate. 7 n.f fteer and man, or ?nate.] A 
Stee'rsman. J who fleers a {hip. 

What pilot fo expert but needs muft wreck, 

Embark’d with fuch a fteer fmate at the helm ? 

In a ftorm, though the veflel be prefled never fo hard, a fkil- 
ful fteerfman will yet bear up againft it. L' EJlrange. 

T hrough it the joyful fteerfman clears his way. 

And comes to anchor in his inmoft bay. Dryden. 

Stegano'g raphist. n.f. [giycovoc and yodtpa.] He who 
praedifes the art of fecret writing. Bailey » 

Stegano'gr aphy. n.f [rs^uvo? and ygd ( pu .] The art of 
fecret writing by characters or cyphers, intelligible only to the 
perfons who correfpond one with another. Bailey. 

Stegno'tick. v adj. [feyoedhstog.] Binding; rendering co- 
ftive. Bailey 

n ' f' [r te ^ a > S>ax.ftele, Dutch. ] A ftalk; a handle. 
bTDLLAR. adj. [from fella.] Aftral; relating to the ftars. 

In partfhed down 

Their ftellar virtue, on all kinds that grow 

On earth; made hereby apter to receive 

Perfection from the fun’s more potent rav, Milton. 
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